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READING PROGRAM INTRODUCTION
LITERACY ENRICHMENT AND ACCELERATION PROGRAM (LEAP)

Dear Parents,

Reading Is Fundamental. Reading affects every subject and every area of a person's life. There is
an epidemic reading problem in America.

Watch this video exposé on “Why Can’t American Kids Read Anymore?”
Read this article to understand Balanced Literacy vs. Structured Literacy.

For these reasons, we are making the most important and dramatic changes in our
school's history as it pertains to educational programming. These changes come with
wise counsel of our accreditation agency, our school board, our leading teachers, and
our educational colleagues.

LEAP Reading Program. We're excited to announce a new school-wide initiative called LEAP or
Literacy Enrichment and Acceleration Program. Last summer, LEAP was more of an idea and the
direction God was leading us. This August, LEAP will launch with the momentum of a locomotive
engine. Here's a brief sketch of the program.

Educational Reform Works. Here's a testimony of an entire school district. Their secret was
three-fold: (1) Focusing largely on pushing literacy reforms to improve reading, (2) Requiring K-3
staff to receive training in the science of reading, and (3) Developing a cadre of experienced
educators called master teachers. LEAP leverages these reforms along with many other proven
strategies. We are not inventing anything new. We are returning to what really works!

Program Enrollment. You don't need to do anything. Every child will participate in this program
because every teacher and teacher assistant will be implementing parts of the program. Only one or
two services, like tutoring, may be limited based on availability and funding.

Academic Excellence. We know this initiative will improve academic outcomes in every subject. We
believe excellence means helping every student reach his or her potential. Whether they are ahead
or falling behind, our children will excel. In Jesus name!

Thoughtfully and prayerfully,

K&~

Pastor Kevin Slack
Head of School
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbGfQgbU0KQ
https://strobeleducation.com/blog/balanced-literacy-vs-structured-literacy/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D--RDa3dlpB2NZArc-XDy3iY3MQv4cP3/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wskg.org/2025-03-13/five-years-since-covid-louisianas-readers-are-thriving-this-is-their-secret

